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This decision is issued in response to the "Petition To Accord Express M ai ] 'Date In' As 
Filing Date** filed 03 August 2004, treated herein under 37 CFR 1 . 1 0(c). The petition seeks to 
correct the international filing date to 17 May 2002. No petition fee is required. 

BACKGROUND 

Applicant Initiated this international application by filing a Request (Form PCT/RO/101) 
and accompanying materials via "Express Mail" label number EL602855817US. The transmittal 
letter filed with the application materials lists this "Express Mail" label number, and identifies 
the date of deposit as 17 May 2002. 

On 20 June 2002, the RO/US mailed a "Notification Of The International Application 
Number And Of The International Filing Date" (Form PCT/RO/105) identir>ing 20 May 2002 as 
the international filing date. 

On 03 August 2004, applicant filed the petition considered herein. The petition seeks 
correction of the international filing date to 17 May 2002, the date on which applicant claims the 
. application was deposited with the USPS. The submission includes, among other materi als, a 
copy of the customer receipt for Express Mail label number EL6028S5817US, which bears a 
"date in" of 17 May 2002. 



The present international application was accorded an international filing date of 20 May 
2002. Applicant asserts that the proper international filing date is 17 May 2002, the date on 
which the Express Mail envelope containing the application materials was deposited with the 
USPS. As noted above, applicant has supplied a copy of the customer receipt for the Express 
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Mail envelope bearing a "date in" of 17 May 2002, and the Express Mail label number for this 
envelope was identified on the transmittal letter filed with the application papers. In addition, the 
USPTO Express Mail database identifies 17 May 2002 as the date on which this Express Mail 
envelope was accepted by the USPS. 

Based on applicant's statements, the Express Mail database acceptance date of 17 May 
2002, and the 1 7 May 2002 "date in 91 entered by the USPS on the Express Mail label, it is 
concluded that the present application vras deposited as 1 "Express Mail" with the USPS on 17 
May 2002. Accordingly, pursuant to 37 CFR 1.10(c), the international filing date is 
appropriately corrected to 17 May 2002. 



Applicant's petition for correction of the international filing date is GRANTED. 

Use international filing date is corrected to 17 May 2002. The "Notification Of The 
International Application Number And Of The International Filing Date" (Form PCT/RO/1 05) 
mailed 20 June 2002, which identified 20 May 2002 as the international filing date* is hereby 
VACATED. 

A corrected "Notification Of The International Application Number And Of The 
International Filing Date" (Form PCT/RO/1 05) which correctly identifies the international fili ng 
date as 17 May 2002 is issued herewith. Copies of this decision and the corrected Form 
PCT/RO/1 05 will be forwarded to the International Bureau. 

This application is being forwarded to the RO/US for further processing in accordance 
with this decision. 



Richard M. Ross 
PCT Petitions Attorney 
PCT Legal Office 
Telephone (571) 272-3296 
Facsimile: (571) 273-0459 
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